time. The modus operandi, I may also say, differs in some of its details from those given, and is, as far as I am aware, peculiar to myself.
The dentists in England unfortunately are exceedingly detached as individuals from each other. This, no doubt, originates from the want of some professional test, whereby we may distinguish the educated man from the less cultivated; but out of evil often proceeds good. Each member is thrown upon his own resources, in order to arrive at a successful treatment, and I have little doubt but that many in England, if they could be induced to publish their plans of treatment, would be able to exchange wrinkles of some value. Jan'y 30;?Miss S., of London, came on a visit to her relations in Swansea, (where I resided and practiced for twelve years,) for her health,her constitution generally being debilitatedShe called upon me relative to two central incisor teeth of the upper jaw, both of which were decayed, the right tooth loose, the gum inflamed and swollen, and an abscess developed beneath the lip. The whole had been for many days and still continued acutely painful. Upon my commencing to prepare the cavity for plugging, she expressed her doubt of its utility, because three times within two years had they been already done in the metropolis, but with no beneficial result. The filling soon became loose, and after a time came out, leaving the hole larger than before. She, therefore, would have preferred the entire removal of the tooth and an artificial substitute.
However, I proceeded with the operation, removed much of the decay but did not expose the pulp, though the decayed portion reached the central cavity of the tooth. I ordered a leech to the gum, an aperient and rest, and dismissed her after having filled the tooth with gutta percha stopping.
What I call gutta percha stopping is a mixture I make myself, of plaster of paris and gutta percha, mixed before the fire until the latter will take no more without crumbling. This I find a useful temporary stopping, and after it has been in the The next morning, to my great discomfort, the lady reported that she had suffered much pain and could not drink cold water, and warm tea also gave her pain. I begged for two days trial, as pain often continues for a short time after the operation, the result of irritation from cutting dentine iiTti healthy state.
At the termination of the period agreed upon, she stated that the pain was less acute, but still more than she could possibly bear. Consequently, I removed the plug, reduced a gnawing pain by the topical application of chloroform, and dismissed her with a little cotton in the tooth.
March 10, a week after. The tooth was so far restored that she feared to have it filled again. But the tooth, though easy, I found, upon examination after the removal of the plug, to be exquisitely sensitive to the slightest touch of the instrument. In order to defend the living dentine from the rude contact of the gold, I cut a thin section of dentine from the tooth of a walrus, and to render it pliant, I dipped it for a few minutes in hydrochloric acid, after washing it well to free it from all trace of acid, I cut it to the proper form, laid it at the bottom of the cavity and pressed the gold upon it. The commencement of the operation was painful, but was ultimately successful, so that when tested with cold water, it remained free from pain.
On the 24th, that is thirteen days after, my patient called and reported that for some days the tooth was easy, but suddenly (to use her expression) "something in the tooth seemed to give way," since which it had been very painful, but the night before the ache appeared to settle in the second under molar, which had been filled long previously, but which upon being carefully examined, was found to have a small carious spot which burrowed into the tooth and became complicated with the cavity already plugged. The latter I tore out and refilled the tooth, which bore the operation well, though severe pain was caused at first by the application of tra. camph. to the denuded cavity; but no inconvenience was felt upon pressing in the gold?which was leaf. Presuming that the pain felt was caused by this last tooth, I sent my patient away without meddling with the upper molar, the tooth in question.
On 
